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John William Dawson
(1820–1899)

James Dwight Dana
(1813 – 1895)



(1870-1963)
George McCready Price

Key Idea Development

1913

• Canadian Seventh-day Adventist
• Self-taught writer and teacher at Adventist schools



Bernard Ramm

Key Idea Development

1955

(1916-1992)
• Baptist theologian and apologist
• Professor of Systematic Theology, American Baptist 

Seminary of the West at Covina, California,



Key Idea development

1961

John C. Whitcomb
(1924-2020)

Henry M. Morris
(1918 - 2006)

• Brethren O.T. scholar
• Professor at Grace 

Theological Seminary's Old 
Testament and Christian 
Theology

• Hydraulic engineer and 
professor

• A founder of Creation 
Research Society

• A founder of Institute for 
Creation Research (ICR)



Key Idea development

• Creationist geologist
• Ph.D. in geology from the University of Sydney
• Director of Research, Answers in Genesis

Andrew A. Snelling



Young Earth Assumptions of Geology
1. Earth created mature and complete

2. Creation took place over six 24 hour days

3. The date of creation is indicated or at least limited by 
the genealogies of the Old Testament

4. Life created on day 3 for plants and day 5 for animals. 
(No life prior to that)

5. No death prior to Adam’s sin (the Fall)

6. Animal life was created vegetarian and began to eat 
meat as a result of the fall

7. No rain before the flood

8. Noah’s flood was global 
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8. Noah’s flood was global 

1. All of the rocks deposited since creation 
were deposited in a few thousand years.

2. Large amounts of the rock record were 
deposited by a global flood that laid 
down its deposits over a one year period.  

3. All of the rocks deposited since the flood 
were deposited in a very limited time.



Young Earth Geologic Column

Proven in Texas

BC)

(Masoretic text)

(1900 to 2000 BC) 
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YEC Interpretations
Clarey and 

Werner, 2019



Geologic Issues with YEC model

1. Too many events - too little time

2. Incompatibility issues



Geologic Map



Geologic Map



Cross-section across 
West Texas

Central Basin Platform
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Too many events - too little time

(Ward, Kendall, and Harris 1986)



Cross-section 
before the Permian Period

300 Million Years ago
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Too many events - too little time Incompatibility



Cretaceous 

Pennsylvanian

Unconformity 

Too many events - too little time



Cross-section in
Late Permian Period

260 Million Years ago
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Too many events - too little time

(Standen, Finch, Williams, and Lee-Brand 2009).
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Too many events - too little time

(Standen, Finch, Williams, and Lee-Brand 2009).



Cross-section in
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Too many events - too little time

(Standen, Finch, Williams, and Lee-Brand 2009).



Formed during a flood?
Too many events - too little time Incompatibility

(King, Geology of the Southern Guadalupe Mountain, Texas, 1948); Model: Christopher G. St. C. Kendall (2005).



Reefs  through  Time
Too many events - too little time Incompatibility
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Reefs  through  Time
Too many events - too little time Incompatibility

(Wilson 1975)
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Reefs  through  Time
Too many events - too little time Incompatibility

(Collins, 1988)



Formed during a flood?
Modern Persian Gulf



Formed during a flood?
Modern Persian Gulf



Modern Sabkha Deposits

(Sherman 1966; Kendall, 1984; Akili 2004)



Young Earth Creationist identify different deposits as from  
Noah’s  global flood, but  ….

Too many events - too little time

Incompatibility

• Sediments buried and turned to rock
• Solid rock folded into mountains
• Mountains eroded away and buried
• Reefs grew, died and buried

• Arid desert deposits in a flood?



Geologic Cross-section A-A’
NW SEShoreline



Young Earth Geologic Column

Proven in Texas

450 years
BC)

(Masoretic text)

Whitcomb & Morris, 1961; 
Sherwin & Thomas, 2010; 
Oard, 2010; 
Walker, 2014; 
Clarey and Werner, 2019 
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Proven in Texas

450 years
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(Masoretic text)

Scheven, 1990



Young Earth Geologic Column

Proven in Texas

450 years
BC)

(Masoretic text)

Gardner 1996



Young Earth Geologic Column

Proven in Texas

450 years

Huse, 1983; 
Austin, et al, 1994, 
Snelling, 2009 

BC)

(Masoretic text)



Whitcomb & Morris, 1961; Sherwin & Thomas, 2010; 
Oard, 2010; Walker, 2014; Clarey and Werner, 2019 

Creation

Creation

Creation

Too many events - too little time



Too many events - too little time (Radovich, et al. 2007)

(Galloway 2005)

Cenozoic

Mesozoic



Too many events - too little time

(Berryhill, Suter, and Hardin 1987)

(Radovich, et al. 2007)

4000 years of 
Deposition



Ancient rivers
One YEC theory: After the flood, the sediments were soft and easily eroded, so 
the sediment could be eroded and deposited more quickly than today.

For the sediment to have been moved and deposited thousands of times faster 
than today, would have required much, much larger rivers…

Modern seismic shows that ancient rivers 
were very similar sized to modern rivers

Incompatibility



Other examples from this area

• Subaerial Volcanism

• Swamp Deposits

• Thick shale units

• Paleokarsts

• Footprints

• Paleosols

• Fossil Evidence

• Tectonic Rates



An Ancient Earth… So what?

“But God made the earth by his 
power; he founded the world by 
his wisdom and stretched out the 
heavens by his understanding” 

Jer. 10:12



By Adam Evans - M31, the Andromeda Galaxy (now with h-alpha)Uploaded by 
NotFromUtrecht, CC BY 2.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=12654493



By User:Yzmo - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=2246091



By LadyofHats (Mariana Ruiz) - Own work using Adobe Illustrator. Image renamed from Image:Animal
cell structure.svg, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4266142



“Show me, O Lord, my life’s end and the number of 
my days; let me know how fleeting is my life. You 

have made my days a mere handbreadth; the span 
of my years is as nothing before you. Each man’s 

life is but a breath” (Ps. 39:4–5). 



https://jesusinhistoryandscience.com/




